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Welcome to the photo booklet that captures the
essence of our project, MOVING ON. This booklet
brings together powerful visual and narrative
extracts from the interviews conducted with
participants of our events, focusing on the voices
and experiences of Roma, Sinti, and Travellers (RST)
communities across Europe.

At the heart of this
initiative lies our

commitment to
promoting equality,
inclusion, and

active participation
of RST youth in
sports and through
sports, ensuring
that every voice is
heard and valued.

By sharing these stories, we aim to challenge and
dismantle anti-gypsyism, foster gender equality, and
highlight the transformative power of sport as a tool
for social inclusion. This project not only advocates
for fairness but also strives to inspire future
generations to continue breaking down barriers.




This booklet is divided into five sections, each
capturing different aspects of the participants'
journeys. It begins with how their interest in sports
was sparked, followed by the challenges they faced,
including discrimination, and how they overcame
them. The stories then highlight moments of breaking
barriers that contributed to their growth. The booklet
also explores the impact of influential figures who
inspired and guided them. Finally, it reflects on their
perspectives on combating discrimination in sports
and their hopes for inspiring social change.

As you journey through this booklet, you will
witness how sport is being used as a catalyst to
break down barriers, create trust, and support the
meaningful participation of RST youth in sports.
These stories are more than just testimonies; they
are a testament to the enduring spirit of these
communities and the impact of inclusive EU policies
on their lives.

Thank you for joining us in celebrating these stories.




In collaboration with local youth groups from both Roma, Sinti,
and Traveller (RST) and non-RST communities, interviews were
conducted at both local and EU levels to gather a wide array of
perspectives. This inclusive approach brought together voices
from diverse cultural backgrounds, offering rich insights into
their lived experiences.

The questions used in this methodology were designed to be
qualitative and narrative-driven, focusing on allowing athletes
to share their personal journeys. By emphasizing storytelling,
the methodology provided a platform for athletes to express
their challenges, triumphs, and reflections in a detailed and
introspective way. This approach not only highlighted
individual stories but also sought to create a deeper
understanding of how broader social and cultural factors
shaped their experiences.

The narrative-based interviews allowed for a more holistic
exploration of the athletes' lives, shedding light on the complex
interplay between identity, sport, and community. Through this
process, the interviews became a space for empowerment,
encouraging participants to articulate their unique
perspectives and contributing to the larger conversation on
inclusion and diversity in sports.
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This approach goes beyond quantitative data to provide a
deeper understanding of athletes' lived realities. The questions
are designed to encourage self-reflection and storytelling,
capturing the nuances of their experiences and their impact on
personal growth, role modeling and social change.

The booklet reflects on the changes needed in the world of
sport to combat discrimination and offers hope for inspiring
social change and greater inclusivity.

Featuring athletes from Italy, Ireland, the Czech Republic and
Spain, this collection offers a rich tapestry of experiences.

By sharing these stories, this booklet aims to raise awareness
of the discrimination that RST athletes often face, challenge
stereotypes and advocate for a more inclusive sporting
environment.

These stories go beyond overcoming obstacles; they are about
resilience, empowerment and the transformative power of
sport as a catalyst for change. As both an educational tool and
a source of inspiration, this booklet highlights the
achievements of these remarkable athletes and promotes a
more inclusive and diverse sports community.



Below you will find the link to access the YouTube playlist we
created to showcase our collection of 16 stories. We have three
stories from the Czech Republic (featuring four protagonists),
three from Ireland, six from Italy, and four from Spain.

To enhance accessibility, we have chosen to use YouTube as a
resource for its automatic translation services. This approach
allows for a broader reach across multiple languages without the
limitations of regional Roma dialects, which vary significantly and
are not mutually intelligible.

For instance, in Ireland, Travellers speak a language entirely
distinct from Romani, with Roma communities from diverse
backgrounds using different dialects. Italy has its own range of
dialects, including Sinti, Balkan Romanes, and Vlach, while in
Spain, very few people still speak Calo. Czech Romani is also
highly distinct from other dialects and would require separate
translations. Given these variations, a single Roma language
translation would not be practical. By using the main language of
each country and leveraging YouTube's automatic translation
features, we can achieve greater inclusivity and accessibility for
all participants.


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWX7Z1JbNnDMbDC1D4yA1GSBB9IexBoyl

Passion for sport ignites a drive that inspires individuals to
push their limits and strive for excellence. Coupled with
consistent practice, this passion leads to significant personal
growth, enhancing physical ability and mental resilience. The
dedication to honing one's skills not only fosters a sense of
accomplishment, but also builds character, teamwork, and a
lifelong love for sports.

A passion for sport is particularly important for minority
groups such as Roma, Sinti and Travellers. It provides a vital
outlet for self-expression and fosters a sense of belonging
within the community. When this passion is nurtured through
consistent practice, it empowers individuals to break down
barriers, build confidence and celebrate their identity, while
promoting teamwork and resilience. Participation in sport
helps create a more inclusive environment where diverse
voices can thrive and be heard.

From the interviews conducted, it was noted that children
often began training by following the example of a family
member, highlighting the importance of having role models
whitin their community. These role models demonstrate that
training and sports participation are not only accessible but
also achievable, inspiring the next generation to pursue their
passions.
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Resilience is the ability to face life's obstacles with strength,
perseverance, and determination, turning adversity into an
opportunity for personal growth and development. In sports, this
quality is often essential for success, particularly for athletes who
must continually navigate setbacks, injuries, or social challenges.
For Roma and Sinti athletes, resilience takes on an even deeper
significance, as they often contend not only with the physical and
mental challenges inherent in their sports but also with social
marginalization, discrimination, and cultural misunderstandings.

This session highlights the journeys of Roma and Sinti athletes who
have faced significant hurdles throughout their athletic careers.
These obstacles may have ranged from financial limitations, lack of
access to training resources, or prejudices rooted in ethnic
stereotypes. Despite these difficulties, the athletes interviewed
have demonstrated remarkable resilience, channeling their
struggles into motivation for improvement and eventual success.
Their stories reflect how resilience can serve as a powerful tool,
enabling individuals to grow stronger in the face of adversity and
to view setbacks as opportunities to refine their skills,
perspectives, and approaches.

By sharing the personal challenges they encountered and the
strategies they used to overcome them, these athletes provide an
inspiring testament to the power of resilience. Their journeys offer
valuable lessons in determination, highlighting how embracing
adversity can lead to both personal and professional growth. This
session encourages readers to reflect on the importance of
resilience in their own lives, recognizing that challenges are not
barriers but stepping stones toward greater achievement.
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“A difficult moment for me was
when I was summoned to the
national team. I went there
alone for two to three days and
faced the strongest boxer in
Italy but I wanted to
demonstrate my worth and
overcome my fears so I stood

up for myself.”
CARLETTO STOIKRO
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"I have never experienced discrimination in the teams, but
when I played on the street, they would say, "this is for
boys”. It used to affect me but now it doesn't. I've learned to

handle it better.”
ESTHER GOMEZ

— 66

“During my boxing career, I've encountered offensive
comments. With the support of my family, my own
resilience, and guidance from my coach, I've learned
how to handle these situations and respond effectively."
MARCEL HUDOROVIC
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The interviews conducted with RST athletes provide a unique and
personal lens through which to examine the persistent barriers
faced by this community. While many expressed a desire to break
free from the constraints of discrimination and exclusion, their
experiences highlight the complexity and depth of these challenges.
For many, systemic prejudice remains a deeply rooted obstacle that
extends beyond their athletic careers, affecting their everyday lives
and limiting opportunities for growth and inclusion.

Through these interviews, it becomes evident that while there is a
strong willingness to overcome these barriers, there is also a sense
of skepticism among some of the individuals interviewed. They
question whether meaningful change can truly be achieved, given
the longstanding societal biases they continue to face. This
skepticism reflects a broader tension between hope for progress
and the harsh reality of continued discrimination.However, despite
these doubts, many of the interviewees showcased remarkable
perseverance and a desire to push beyond the limits imposed on
them. Their stories reveal not only the external barriers they
encounter—such as access to resources, institutional biases, and
exclusion from key opportunities—but also the internal barriers,
including self-doubt and the emotional toll of constant
marginalization. Yet, for many of these athletes, sport serves as a
powerful vehicle for overcoming such barriers, providing them with
a platform to challenge stereotypes and redefine their own
narratives.

Their experiences encourage us to reflect on what more can be
done to foster genuine inclusion, both in sports and in society, and
to acknowledge that while progress has been made, there is still
much work ahead. This session challenges us to consider how we
can collectively push beyond the limits of current thinking and take
concrete steps toward dismantling the systems that perpetuate
inequality.
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“There’'ll be a lot of people now,
they’ll hiding their ethnicity or
hiding that they are traveller in
order to fit in. But you have to
stand up straight and be proud of
who you are because when you are
called these names, you realise it
is more to do with the person that
is acting like that than to do with

you.
THOMAS MCDONNELL
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“Since I have been in the gym I have changed a lot, I have made
friends in the gym. I feel more confident and stronger.”

EDUARD STOIKO

— 66

“When I started in my profession at the fisrt sport center, it was
very tough. I tought it wasn't for me; I had serious doubts and

quit my job because of how they made me feel. I believed my
career was over, but then I realized it was just beginning.”

ANA GIMENEZ
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‘I was very stubborn and always gor frustrated with myself,
telling myself, "you can do more”. It is fine to push yourself, but
you need to know your limits. You can’t do everything all at
once because we are not machines. Breaking barriers meant
realizing I shouldn't beat myself up so much on the field.”
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“I was hard to overcome discrimination because my dad
didn't have the means to support me in soccer, so the clubs
always subsidized me. I noticed the difference when I saw
my teammates’ parents, but my dad couldn't come with
me.

ESTHER GOMEZ
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In this session, the Roma and Sinti athletes shared the individuals who
inspired their passion for sport and shaped their dreams and
aspirations. For many, these role models served not only as symbols of
excellence in their chosen field but also as sources of motivation to aim
higher and break through societal barriers. Whether it was a famous
athlete, a coach, or a family member, these guiding lights played a
significant role in encouraging them to pursue their goals, often against
great odds. As these athletes recounted their stories, they spoke of the
powerful influence of seeing someone who looked like them or came
from a similar background succeed in sports.

This representation sparked their own dreams and ambitions, helping
them believe that they too could achieve greatness. These figures,
through their perseverance and achievements, became beacons of
hope, motivating the athletes to work harder and remain focused on
their goals, even in the face of challenges like discrimination or lack of
access to resources.

Beyond the technical skills and competitive spirit, the athletes reflected
on how their role models inspired their values, teaching them lessons of
discipline, resilience, and the importance of pushing boundaries. These
inspirations didn't just fuel their athletic performance; they instilled a
sense of purpose, helping them envision a future where they could
contribute to their community and inspire the next generation of Roma
and Sinti youth. In sharing their dreams and goals, the athletes revealed
their deep desire to transcend the limitations placed upon them, not
only as athletes but also as members of marginalized communities.
Their ambitions go beyond personal success—they aspire to challenge
stereotypes, create pathways for future athletes from their
communities, and act as role models themselves.

This session is a celebration of the power of inspiration. These stories
remind us of the importance of visibility and mentorship in sports,
showing that the influence of a role model can extend far beyond the
field, creating a ripple effect that empowers future generations to aim
higher and achieve more.
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In the final phase of our project, we delved into one of the most
pressing issues faced by the Roma, Sinti, and Traveller (RST)
communities: the persistent discrimination and exclusion that have
historically marginalized them. This session focused on exploring not
only the personal experiences of the interviewees but also their
perspectives on how to overcome these systemic challenges.

Throughout the interviews, participants offered valuable insights on the
steps needed to foster greater inclusion and equality for the RST
communities. They spoke candidly about the prejudices they face, both
within and outside the sporting world, and emphasized the importance
of tackling these issues head-on. Many shared personal stories of
discrimination—whether in access to resources, biased treatment, or
exclusion from opportunities—that painted a vivid picture of the hurdles
they regularly encounter.

Central to these discussions was the role that sport can play in
advancing inclusion. For many interviewees, sport is not just a physical
activity or competition but a powerful tool for social change. They
believe that through sport, barriers between communities can be
broken down, and individuals from diverse backgrounds can find
common ground. The inclusive nature of sport, with its emphasis on
teamwork, fair play, and meritocracy, provides an ideal platform to
challenge stereotypes and build bridges between communities.

Several participants emphasized the need for structural changes within
sports institutions to better support RST athletes. They called for more
targeted outreach, resources, and support systems that can help level
the playing field for underrepresented groups. Additionally, they
advocated for educational programs that address the roots of
discrimination, promoting empathy, understanding, and cultural
awareness within both sports and broader society.

This session, "Paving the Way: Advocating for Change” remind us that
the fight for equality is ongoing, and that through advocacy, education,
and the unifying power of sport, we can collectively work toward a
future where all individuals, regardless of their background, have equal
opportunities to thrive.
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